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Lenia could influence human beings only within the frame-
work of organization. He had no power as an individual with
the masses. Although unpretentious, he lacked the common
touch which wins the masses by a radiant sympathy; and al-
though he always had something to tell them, he could not
strike the sparks of fire to inflame them into action.
Lenin was a party man. The life of the party was spiritual
meat and substance to him. Just as some men's personalities are
sustained by a Church, and others are enriched by the passions
and crises and problems of love, family, and knowledge, so
Lenin's personality was sustained by, and developed within,
the party. He was never far from the centre of any organization
of which he was a member. In his own mind, wherever he was,
there was the party. His passions, his problems, his judgments
all reflect this intense concentration on the party—a concentra-
tion which was all the more selfless because subconsciously he
was the party. Whether he considered problems of State or art
or philosophy, there was not a disinterested nerve in his body.
In fact, all problems were for him problems of politics, even the
listening to music and the 'playing of chess.
Lenin was not merely a party man. He raised the party to the
level of a political principle. This is the source of all his devktions
from the essentially democratic views of Mars. For Marx, a
political party was conceived as a kind of cross between an
international educational institution for the working class and a
pressure group, as something that would come and go and be
reconstituted in the forge of historical events. But for Lenin
the political party was an army of professional revolutionists.
The organization of professional revolutionists was of supreme
importance in capturing State power. Ironclad control of
organization was essential to victory. This ideal organization
must, like Lenin himself, be acutely sensitive to the moods of
the masses. It must have a perfect sense of timing. And above
all, it must be imbued with the unshakable conviction that it
knew what the true interests of the masses were, better than
they did themselves. -In the light of this knowledge, it was
justified in promising them anything to get them to move, and
in manipulating them into actions which, even if they were
foredoomed to failure, would educate them up to a level of
Bolshevik understanding. The professional revolutionist by
definition was one who wanted nothing for himself, and in fact
cared so little for material goods that he could sincerely believe

